
Spanish 1B 

Sr. Miller 

Tuffree Middle School 

2025 – 2026 

 
Email address: jmiller@pylusd.org 
Telephone: 714-986-7480; x21302 

Class website: https://www.senyorm.com/ and Google Classroom 

 

Course Description: Middle school Spanish in PYLUSD is the equivalent of high school Spanish 1 taken over a 

period of two years. Students have completed Spanish 1A as seventh graders and will continue their studies by 

taking Spanish 1B this year as eighth graders. Students with a C- or better in BOTH courses will receive credit 

for the full year of high school Spanish 1. Spanish 1B is a course designed to continue to develop 

communicative proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing, alongside an introduction to Spanish-

speaking cultures and geography, history, cultural traditions, art, music and daily life. Using Total Physical 

Response, Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling (TPRS), and other strategies, students will 

address a wide variety of age and stage appropriate topics as they develop their ability to communicate effectively 

in the target language in real-world encounters. They will also begin to learn to control the many components of 

Spanish grammar.  

 

Course Objectives: This course is structured around the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 

(ACTFL) World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages. Upon completion of this course, students will be 

able to communicate about daily life in common settings, comprehend spoken Spanish, and begin to speak and 

write with fluency. 

 

Unit Sequence: The planned unit sequence and essential question for each unit is as follows: 

4. La familia y los amigos – How do cultural values shape relationships in Hispanic countries? 

5. La rutina y la diversion – How do key activities in a society reflect its values? 

6. Mi casa es su casa – What does a house and its contents tell us about the people who live there? 

 

Textbook: 
¡Qué chévere! 1, 3rd Edition 
©2025 by Carnegie Learning, Inc. ISBN: 978-1-63862-980-1 

Replacement cost: $100 

The online textbook and other resources are available by logging in through Clever. 

 

Workbook: 
¡Qué chévere! 1, 3rd Edition 
©2025 by Carnegie Learning, Inc. ISBN: 978-1-63862-988-7 

Replacement cost: $10 

 

List of planned ancillary readers and videos for the course: Any additions to this list will be communicated. 

Parents, please let me know if you have questions, concerns, or would like more information on the opt-out 

process. 

• Coco – 2017 film: rated PG) 

• ¿Ahorita? – a TPRS reader by Inga Paterson-Zúñiga 

• Robo en la noche – a TPRS reader by Kristy Placido 

• ¡Papacito! –  a TPRS graphic novel by Craig Klein Dexemple 

 

Materials: Students are to bring their ¡Qué chévere! workbook, lined notebook paper, a pen or pencil, a Tuffree 

student agenda or personal planner, their completed homework, and a charged computer to class each day. They can 

use a section of a 3-ring binder or an accordion folder to organize themselves. Other items, such as multicolored 

highlighters and a dark-colored dry erase marker are recommended and will be utilized occasionally during 

instruction. Art supplies will be provided for projects. 

 

  

mailto:jmiller@pylusd.org
https://www.senyorm.com/
https://www.classroom.google.com/
https://clever.com/oauth/authorize?channel=clever&client_id=4c63c1cf623dce82caac&confirmed=true&district_id=53f64e2c71db73340d000b45&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fclever.com%2Fin%2Fauth_callback&response_type=code&state=8b4629a6d3e2e0f5165f2969191903c5b2ff9eeaeb0f99113640846156d2c088


What showing respect looks like in the classroom: 

● Raising your hand 

● Actively listen to the teacher 

● Recording audio and/or video in a classroom or school setting only with prior consent of the teacher and 

the principal of the school. No covert recording is allowed. Students violating this section of the CA 

Education Code are subject to appropriate disciplinary action. See CA Ed Code Section 51512. 

What showing responsibility looks in the classroom: 

● Being prepared and on time 

● Staying on task 

● Engaging in discussions and activities 

What teamwork looks like in the classroom: 

● Listening attentively to peers 

● Contributing during groupwork 

● Being considerate of others 

Progressive discipline for minor infractions: 

● Step 1: Teacher warning 

● Step 2: Teacher/student conference 

● Step 3: Teacher contacts parent 

● Step 4: Referral to Counselor or Assistant Principal  

 

Rewards 

● Verbal praise and encouragement in class 

● Positive referrals sent home 

● Recognition of actions reflecting Respect, Responsibility, or Teamwork will be given using the 5-Star app. 

5-Star points may be redeemed at the student store for special prizes or privileges. 

 

Assignments: Assignments (Tareas y chispas) are posted daily on our class website and on Google 

Classroom. See the Tuffree Student Handbook online to view our Academic Honesty policy. 

 

Absent/late/make-up work: Homework will be assigned frequently and will be checked for completion during 

the following class day. Late homework is accepted for fewer points. A reasonable amount of extra time will be 

allowed for making up work for full credit due to an excused absence. Tests and quizzes should be scheduled and 

made up as soon as possible. 

Help: I am generally available before school and at break for students who need extra help.  Students may 

request help sessions with me in person, or electronically via email. There are also many online resources 

available through our class website, www.senyorm.com. Students can check assignment due dates, do review 

activities, and utilize many other resources. 

 

  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=EDC&sectionNum=51512
http://www.senyorm.com/
https://classroom.google.com/
https://classroom.google.com/
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Grading System: Check your grades online frequently using the Aeries portal. I do not round grades. I use the 

following grading scale: 

 
100% and above A+ 

92% A 

90% A- 

88% B+ 

82% B 

80% B- 

78% C+ 

72% C 

70% C- 

68% D+ 

62% D 

60% D- 

59% and below F 

Your grade will be based on the following weighted categories:  

 

Class Participation (Chispas, Duolingo activities, and 

other written and oral participation in class) 10% 

Homework (daily exercises from the textbook, 

workbook, worksheets, etc.) 30% 

Tests/Quizzes/Projects (Each chapter will have 

summative assessments to assess learning. Study 

guides will be provided along with online 

resources. Projects will be announced in advance 

and a rubric will be provided) 60% 

100% 

 

Extra credit: 

Any extra-credit assignments will be announced to the entire class. Remember, if you have problems or 

questions, always ask. I really do care. Let’s have a great year! 

 

Sr. Miller 

 

Parents: 

Please review the above policies with your student. To acknowledge that you have read and understand them, 

please sign below and return this page to me. I will keep them on file in my classroom. If you would like to 

review these policies during the school year, this syllabus is posted on the class website, www.senyorm.com. 

 

 

___________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 

   

Student name (please print) Name of parent/guardian (please print) 

 

 

___________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 

    

Student signature Date Signature of parent/guardian Date 

 

 

__________________________________________________ 

  

Parent/guardian email address 

https://portal.pylusd.org/LoginParent.aspx?page=default.aspx
https://www.senyorm.com/

